THE FEAST OF PENTECOST
May 31, 2020 – 10:00 a.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
+ CONNECT +
INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the name of the Father and
of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
L:
C:

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful, and kindle in them the fire of your love.
Alleluia!

CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
L:
We aren’t ready, Lord. It is easier for us to hide in the upper rooms of our lives, to let the world
go by and not acknowledge your presence.
C:
But you have challenged us to come alive again with your love and words of healing
mercy.
L:
C:

Forgive our hesitant witness and our complacent spirits. Heal our fears and our wounds. Help
us to be agents of healing and hope for others.
Challenge and inspire us to overcome our feelings of inadequacy and remind us that
you have called us beloved and have given us what we need to proclaim your Good
News. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
P:
C:

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful, and kindle in them the fire of your love.
Alleluia!

ENTRANCE HYMN: “Creator, Spirit, Heavenly Dove” – Blue Hymnal #156
Creator Spirit, heav’nly dove, Descend upon us from above;
With graces manifold restore Your creatures as they were before.
To you, the Comforter, we cry, To you, the gift of God most high,
True fount of life, the fire of love, The soul’s anointing from above.
In you, with graces sevenfold, We God’s almighty hand behold
While you with tongues of fire proclaim To all the world his holy name.
Your light to ev’ry sense impart, And shed your love in ev’ry heart;
Your own unfailing might supply To strengthen our infirmity.
Keep far from us our cruel foe, And peace from your own hand bestow;
If you be our protecting guide, No evil can our steps betide.
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Oh, make to us the Father known; Teach us the eternal Son to own;
And you, whose name we ever bless, Of both the Spirit, to confess.
Praise we the Father and the Son And Holy Spirit, with them one;
And may the Son on us bestow The gifts that from the Spirit flow.
ENTRANCE PSALM: Portions of Psalm 104
L:
Praise the LORD, my soul.
C:
LORD my God, you are very great; you are clothed with splendor and majesty.
L:
C:

The LORD wraps himself in light as with a garment; he stretches out the heavens like a tent
and lays the beams of his upper chambers on their waters.
He makes the clouds his chariot and rides on the wings of the wind.

L:
C:

He makes winds his messengers, flames of fire his servants.
He makes springs pour water into the ravines; it flows between the mountains.

L:
C:

They give water to all the beasts of the field; the wild donkeys quench their thirst.
The birds of the sky nest by the waters; they sing among the branches.

L:
C:

He waters the mountains from his upper chambers; the land is satisfied by the fruit of his work.
How many are your works, LORD! In wisdom you made them all; the earth is full of your
creatures.

L:
C:

All creatures look to you to give them their food at the proper time.
When you give it to them, they gather it up; when you open your hand, they are
satisfied with good things.

L:
C:

When you send your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the ground.
I will sing to the LORD all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.

L:
May my meditation be pleasing to him, as I rejoice in the LORD.
C:
Praise the LORD, my soul!
ALL: Praise the LORD!
RESPONSE: “Holy Spirit, the Dove Sent From Heaven”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
Spirit of God, we long to be open to your presence in our church and in our lives. Fill us
with your wind and fire, that we might be enlivened again. Help us hear the words as if
for the first time, that they might touch us anew. Give us visions and dreams of what
you long for in your creation, that we might begin to live them into reality. Come, Spirit;
come into our worship, into our church, into our very selves. Amen.
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+ NURTURE +
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Brenda Hugo
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Numbers 11:24-30
So Moses went out and told the people what the LORD had said. He brought together seventy of their elders and had them
stand around the tent. Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke with him, and he took some of the power of the
Spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders. When the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied—but did not do
so again. However, two men, whose names were Eldad and Medad, had remained in the camp. They were listed among
the elders, but did not go out to the tent. Yet the Spirit also rested on them, and they prophesied in the camp. A young
man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” Joshua son of Nun, who had been Moses’
aide since youth, spoke up and said, “Moses, my lord, stop them!” But Moses replied, “Are you jealous for my sake? I
wish that all the LORD’s people were prophets and that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!” Then Moses and the elders
of Israel returned to the camp.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

RESPONSE: “Spirit of the Living God”

EPISTLE LESSON: Acts 2:1-21
L:
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a
violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues
of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in
other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.
L2:
Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. When they heard this
sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken. Utterly
amazed, they asked:
L3:

“Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language?

L:
Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,
Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to
Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—
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L2:

We hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!”

L:

Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another,

L2:

“What does this mean?”

L3:

Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.”

L2:

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd:

L:
“Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. These
people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: “‘In
the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men
will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in
those days, and they will prophesy. I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood and
fire and billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and
glorious day of the Lord. And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’”

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

RESPONSE: “Spirit of the Living God” (see above)
HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, chapter seven.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me
and drink. Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” By this he
meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given,
since Jesus had not yet been glorified.

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

SONG OF THE DAY: “Thirsty”
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MESSAGE: “Living into Reality” – Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
6

descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN: “O Day Full of Grace” – Blue Hymnal #163
O day full of grace that now we see Appearing on earth’s horizon,
Bring light from our God that we may be Replete in his joy this season.
God, shine for us now in this dark place;
Your name on our hearts emblazon.
O day full of grace, O blessed time, Our Lord on the earth arriving;
Then came to the world that light sublime, Great joy for us all retrieving;
For Jesus all mortals did embrace,
All darkness and shame removing.
For Christ bore our sins, and not his own,
When he on the cross was hanging;
And then he arose and moved the stone That we, unto him belonging,
Might join with angelic hosts to raise Our voices in endless singing.
God came to us then at Pentecost, His Spirit new life revealing,
That we might no more from him be lost, All darkness for us dispelling.
His flame will the mark of sin efface
And bring to us all his healing.
When we on that final journey go That Christ is for us preparing,
We’ll gather in song, our hearts aglow, All joy of the heavens sharing,
And walk in the light of God’s own place,
With angels his name adoring.
+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Andrew Wagner
Trumpet: Will Hugo
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Altar Guild: Neaderhiser Family; Jim Geslin
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