MAUNDY THURSDAY
April 9, 2020 – 7:00 p.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
+ CONNECT +
OPENING HYMN: “When You Woke That Thursday Morning”
When you woke that Thursday morning,
Savior, Teacher, faithful Friend,
Thoughts of self and safety scorning,
Knowing how the day would end.
Lamb of God, foretold for ages,
Now at last the hour had come
When but One could pay sin’s wages:
You assumed their dreadful sum.
Never so alone and lonely,
Longing with tormented heart
To be with your dear ones only
For a quiet hour apart:
Sinless Lamb and fallen creature,
One last Paschal meal to eat,
One last lesson as their teacher,
Washing your disciples’ feet.
What was there that you could give them
That would never be outspent,
What great gift that would outlive them,
What last will and testament?
“Show me and the world you love me,
Know me as the Lamb of God:
Do this in remembrance of me,
Eat this Body, drink this Blood.”
One in faith, in love united,
All one body, you the head,
When we meet, by you invited,
You are with us, as you said.
One with you and one another
In a unity sublime,
See in us your sister, brother,
One in every place and time.
One day all the Church will capture
That bright vision glorious,
And your saints will know the rapture
That your heart desired for us,
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When the longed-for peace and union
Of the Greatest and the least
Meet in joyous, blest communion
In your never-ending feast.
INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the name of the Father and
of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 116:12-19
L:
What shall I return to the LORD for all his goodness to me?
C:
I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD. I will fulfill my
vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people.
L:
C:

Precious in the sight of the LORD Is the death of his faithful servants.
Truly I am your servant, LORD; I serve you just as my mother did; you have freed me
from my chains.

L:
C:

l will sacrifice a thank offering to you and call on the name of the LORD
I will fulfill my vows to the LORD In the presence of all his people, in the courts of the
house of the LORD—in your midst, Jerusalem. Praise the LORD.

CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
L:
We are gathered on this most holy night when God the Son humbly served His friends by
washing their dirty feet. This night our Lord Jesus sealed His oneness with His followers
through a simple meal of bread and wine. On this night we receive the most precious gift of the
forgiveness of sins. God our Father desires a relationship with all His children. For this
purpose, He has established the new testament through His Son, Christ Jesus, who gave His
body and shed His blood for our life and salvation.

C:

The Father declares, “I will be their God, and they shall be My people.” Thus gathered in the
name and presence of the Blessed Trinity, we the people of God make our confession before
God and before one another.
We are each born in sin and are by nature unclean.

L:
C:

We name before You our faults and our sins.
We have not been persuaded by Your love for us; selfishness and unkindness have
pervaded our words, thoughts, and deeds. We have not loved and served our
neighbors, but instead have served ourselves and sought to protect our own interests.

L:
C:

We openly acknowledge our sins and desire to turn away from them.
Standing guilty before God the Holy Trinity, we admit we deserve condemnation and
death.

L:

We flee to Christ Jesus, who alone washes away our sins and restores our relationship with
the Father.
Having been called, gathered, and enlightened by the Holy Spirit, we cry out to Jesus
for mercy and grace, holding on to nothing but His cross.

C:

2

FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
RESPONSE: “Give Thanks”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
Lord Jesus, we gather this holy night. We see you wash feet and serve and we know we
are called to serve you by serving others. We see you bring forgiveness through your
broken body and your shed blood and we know we are righteous. Let us spread your
grace and your love through our lives. Amen.
+ NURTURE +

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Brenda Hugo
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Exodus 24:3-11
When Moses went and told the people all the LORD’s words and laws, they responded with one voice, “Everything
the LORD has said we will do.” Moses then wrote down everything the Lord had said. He got up early the next morning
and built an altar at the foot of the mountain and set up twelve stone pillars representing the twelve tribes of Israel. Then
he sent young Israelite men, and they offered burnt offerings and sacrificed young bulls as fellowship offerings to the Lord.
Moses took half of the blood and put it in bowls, and the other half he splashed against the altar. Then he took the Book of
the Covenant and read it to the people. They responded, “We will do everything the L ORD has said; we will obey.” Moses
then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, “This is the blood of the covenant that the L ORD has made with
you in accordance with all these words.” Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel went
up and saw the God of Israel. Under his feet was something like a pavement made of lapis lazuli, as bright blue as the
sky. But God did not raise his hand against these leaders of the Israelites; they saw God, and they ate and drank.

P:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

EPISTLE LESSON: Hebrews 9:11-22
But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now already here, he went through the greater and more
perfect tabernacle that is not made with human hands, that is to say, is not a part of this creation. He did not enter by
means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, thus
obtaining eternal redemption. The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are
ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so
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that we may serve the living God! For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may
receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed
under the first covenant. In the case of a will, it is necessary to prove the death of the one who made it, because a will is
in force only when somebody has died; it never takes effect while the one who made it is living. This is why even the first
covenant was not put into effect without blood. When Moses had proclaimed every command of the law to all the people,
he took the blood of calves, together with water, scarlet wool and branches of hyssop, and sprinkled the scroll and all the
people. He said, “This is the blood of the covenant, which God has commanded you to keep.” In the same way, he
sprinkled with the blood both the tabernacle and everything used in its ceremonies. In fact, the law requires that nearly
everything be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, chapter 13.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
L:

C:

It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave
this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to
the end. The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the
son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his
power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; so he got up from the meal,
took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water
into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped
around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him,
“Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”

L:
P:

Jesus replied,
“You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.”

C:
L:

“No, you shall never wash my feet.”
Jesus answered,

P:
C:

“Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.”
“Then, Lord, not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!”

L:
P:

Jesus answered,
“Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean. And you
are clean, though not every one of you.”

L:

For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean.
When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place.
“Do you understand what I have done for you? You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly
so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also
should wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done
for you. Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater
than the one who sent him. Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do
them. I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have chosen. But this is to fulfill this
passage of Scripture: ‘He who shared my bread has turned against me.’ I am telling you now
before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe that I am who I am. Very truly I
tell you, whoever accepts anyone I send accepts me; and whoever accepts me accepts the
one who sent me.”
After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified,
5

P:

L:

P:

“Very truly I tell you, one of you is going to betray me.”

L:
C:

His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant. One of them,
the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. Simon Peter motioned to this
disciple and said,
“Ask him which one he means.”

L:
C:

Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him,
“Lord, who is it?”

L:
P:

Jesus answered,
“It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.”

L:

Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. As soon as
Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him. So Jesus told him,
“What you are about to do, do quickly.”

P:
L:

P:

But no one at the meal understood why Jesus said this to him. Since Judas had charge of the
money, some thought Jesus was telling him to buy what was needed for the festival, or to give
something to the poor. As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went out. And it was night.
When he was gone, Jesus said,
“Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is glorified in him. If God is glorified in him, God will
glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once. My children, I will be with you only a little
longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going,
you cannot come. A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you
must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one
another.”

L:
C:

Simon Peter asked him,
“Lord, where are you going?”

L:
P:
L:
C:

Jesus replied,
“Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later.”
Peter asked,
“Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.”

L:
P:

Then Jesus answered,
“Will you really lay down your life for me? Very truly I tell you, before the rooster crows, you will
disown me three times!”

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

SONG OF THE DAY: “They’ll Know We are Christians By Our Love”
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MESSAGE: “What’s Love Got to Do With It?” – Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
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temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

STRIPPING OF THE ATLAR:
L:
After the Last Supper, less than twenty-four hours remained before our Lord was crucified.
Events moved rapidly: prayer in Gethsemane, betrayal by Judas, arrest, mock trial, painful
beating, the trudge to Golgotha and execution.
L:
C:

Christ's offered body and His shed blood have been given to us in, with, and under the bread
and wine in this Holy Mystery.
As He was removed from us in the grave, so we remove the elements and vessels of
this Holy Sacrament.

[Communion vessels are removed.]
L:
C:

The cross is where Jesus took on our punishment to be able to give us the gift of heaven.
When John the Baptist saw Jesus, he said, "Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away
the sin of the world!"

[The processional cross is removed.]
L:
C:

The missal stand holds our worship books that guide our worship life together as we sing
praises to God.
As Jesus suffers, joyous songs are not heard.

[The missal stand and Altar Book are removed.]
L:
C:

Jesus said, "I am the Light of the world. Whoever follows Me will not walk in darkness, but will
have the light of life."
The events of Golgotha snuffed out the human life of Jesus, the Light of the world.

[Altar candles are extinguished and removed.]
L:

Our offerings represent one way of serving God and others. They reflect God's greatest
offering to the world and to us in sending His Son, Jesus, in human form.
C:
As the offered body of Jesus was removed from sight in burial, so we remove our
offerings.
[The offerings are removed.]
L:
C:

The altar is the place where our Lord Jesus serves us as both host and meal at His banquet
feast. The coverings and paraments are made of fine linen and brocade; materials appropriate
for feasting with our King.
As our King's body was stripped in crucifixion, so our altar is stripped of its coverings.

[The altar cloths and paraments are removed.]
+ Please observe silence +
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+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister & Song Leader: Brenda Hugo
Power Point: Julie Allen
Altar Guild: Alma Field; Pat & Duane Rosenberg
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