THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER
April 11, 2020 – 7:00 p.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
+ LIGHT +
The congregation gathers outside the worship center with individual candles in preparation for the
procession of light.
WELCOME
CONFESSION OF OUR SINS
FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
INVITATION:
P:
Beloved in the Lord, on this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from death
to life, we are gathered here in vigil and prayer. This is the Passover of the Lord in which, by
hearing His Word and celebrating His Sacraments, we share in His victory over death.
PRAYER:
P:
Let us pray.
C:
O God, You are like a refiner’s fire, and Your Spirit enkindles the hearts of Your faithful
people with the fire of Your love. Bless, we implore You, this new flame and those who
keep this joyful Easter festival that, burning with desire for life with You, we may be
found rightly prepared to share in the Feast of Light which has no end; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.
BLESSING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE:
P:
Christ Jesus, the same yesterday, today, and forever, the beginning and the ending, the Alpha
and the Omega.
P:

His are time and eternity; His are the glory and dominion, now and forever.

P:

By His wounds we have healing both now and forever. Amen.

P:

May the light of Christ, who is risen in glory from the dead, scatter all the darkness of our
hearts and minds. Let us pray.
Almighty and most merciful God, pour out on us Your abundant blessing that all who in
true faith share this night in joyful celebration of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ from the dead may be filled with Your heavenly benediction. Once we were in
darkness, but now we are in the Light, even Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

C:

(All candles are lit from the Christ candle)
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PROCESSION OF LIGHT:
P:
The light of Christ!
C:
Thanks be to God!
THE TOMB IS OPENED
EXSULTET (Rejoicing):
(Please remain standing and join in the sung response, “Rejoice”)
L:
All you heavenly choirs of angels,
C:

L:
C:

All creation,
(Sung) Rejoice!

L:
C:

Trumpet of Salvation,
(Sung) Rejoice!

L:
C:

Proclaim the triumph of our King.
Rejoice!

L:
C:

All the earth, in the radiance of the light now poured out,
Rejoice!

L:
C:

A light made brilliant by the brightness of the everlasting King,
Rejoice!

L:
C:

The ancient darkness has been forever banished,
Rejoice!

L:
C:

O Church of Christ clothed in the brightness of this light,
Rejoice!

L:
C:

Let this house of God ring out,
Rejoice!

L:

Let Christ, the true light and morning star, shine in our hearts, He who gives light to all
creation, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen!

C:

OPENING SONG: “Forever”
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+ PROMISES FULFILLED +
L:

On this most holy night our Savior, Christ the Lord, broke the power of death and by His
resurrection brought life and salvation to all creation. Let us praise the Lord, for He truly keeps
His Word. The sun of righteousness has dawned upon us who have sat in darkness and in the
shadow of death.

(During the Easter Vigil, we trace the salvation history of God’s people. The following readings are
chosen to show God in action, saving His people.)
THE CREATION: Genesis 1:1-2:3
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the
surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was
light. God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. God called the light “day,” and the
darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day. And God said, “Let there be a
vault between the waters to separate water from water.” So God made the vault and separated the water under the vault
from the water above it. And it was so. God called the vault “sky.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the
second day. And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear.” And it was
so. God called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered waters he called “seas.” And God saw that it was good. Then God
said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according
to their various kinds.” And it was so. The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and
trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening, and
there was morning—the third day. And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate the day from the
night, and let them serve as signs to mark sacred times, and days and years, and let them be lights in the vault of the sky
to give light on the earth.” And it was so. God made two great lights—the greater light to govern the day and the lesser
light to govern the night. He also made the stars. God set them in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth, to govern
the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening, and
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there was morning—the fourth day. And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the
earth across the vault of the sky.” So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living thing with which the
water teems and that moves about in it, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God
saw that it was good. God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in the seas, and
let the birds increase on the earth.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the fifth day. And God said, “Let
the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: the livestock, the creatures that move along the ground, and the
wild animals, each according to its kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock
according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it
was good. Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the
sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the
ground.” So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created
them. God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the
fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” Then God said, “I give
you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours
for food. And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds in the sky and all the creatures that move along the ground—
everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food.” And it was so. God saw all that he had
made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day. Thus the heavens and the
earth were completed in all their vast array. By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the
seventh day he rested from all his work. Then God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he
rested from all the work of creating that he had done.

PRAYER:
C:
O Creator God, just as You called all creation into existence by the power of Your Word,
and breathed Your very life into all humanity, fill us again this night with Your creative
Spirit that we might be all You call us to be. In the name of Jesus, Amen.
THE FLOOD: Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-13
The LORD then said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and your whole family, because I have found you righteous in this
generation. Take with you seven pairs of every kind of clean animal, a male and its mate, and one pair of every kind of
unclean animal, a male and its mate, and also seven pairs of every kind of bird, male and female, to keep their various
kinds alive throughout the earth. Seven days from now I will send rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights, and I
will wipe from the face of the earth every living creature I have made.” And Noah did all that the LORD commanded
him….. In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, on the seventeenth day of the second month—on that day all the springs
of the great deep burst forth, and the floodgates of the heavens were opened. And rain fell on the earth forty days and
forty nights. On that very day Noah and his sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth, together with his wife and the wives of his
three sons, entered the ark. They had with them every wild animal according to its kind, all livestock according to their
kinds, every creature that moves along the ground according to its kind and every bird according to its kind, everything
with wings. Pairs of all creatures that have the breath of life in them came to Noah and entered the ark. The animals
going in were male and female of every living thing, as God had commanded Noah. Then the L ORD shut him in. For forty
days the flood kept coming on the earth, and as the waters increased they lifted the ark high above the earth. The waters
rose and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the surface of the water…. After forty days Noah opened a
window he had made in the ark and sent out a raven, and it kept flying back and forth until the water had dried up from
the earth. Then he sent out a dove to see if the water had receded from the surface of the ground. But the dove could
find nowhere to perch because there was water over all the surface of the earth; so it returned to Noah in the ark. He
reached out his hand and took the dove and brought it back to himself in the ark. He waited seven more days and again
sent out the dove from the ark. When the dove returned to him in the evening, there in its beak was a freshly plucked
olive leaf! Then Noah knew that the water had receded from the earth. He waited seven more days and sent the dove out
again, but this time it did not return to him. By the first day of the first month of Noah’s six hundred and first year, the
water had dried up from the earth. Noah then removed the covering from the ark and saw that the surface of the ground
was dry. By the twenty-seventh day of the second month the earth was completely dry. Then God said to Noah, “Come
out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and their wives. Bring out every kind of living creature that is with you—
the birds, the animals, and all the creatures that move along the ground—so they can multiply on the earth and be fruitful
and increase in number on it.” So Noah came out, together with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives….Then God
said to Noah and to his sons with him: “I now establish my covenant with you and with your descendants after you and
with every living creature that was with you—the birds, the livestock and all the wild animals, all those that came out of the
ark with you—every living creature on earth. I establish my covenant with you: Never again will all life be destroyed by the
waters of a flood; never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth.” And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant I
am making between me and you and every living creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come: I have set my
rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth.”
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PRAYER:
C:
O Covenant God, You make promises and never break them. Give us faith to trust You
to keep Your promise and act in faithfulness. Let our faithfulness reflect Yours. In the
name of Jesus, Amen.
THE VALLEY OF DRY BONES: Ezekiel 37:1-14
The hand of the LORD was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me in the middle of a valley; it
was full of bones. He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones
that were very dry. He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” I said, “Sovereign LORD, you alone know.” Then
he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the L ORD! This is what the
Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. I will attach tendons to you
and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will
know that I am the LORD.’” So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling
sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered
them, but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it,
‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that they may
live.’” So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a
vast army. Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and
our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign L ORD says: My people,
I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. Then you, my
people, will know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves and bring you up from them. I will put my Spirit in you and
you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the L ORD have spoken, and I have done it,
declares the LORD.’”

PRAYER:
C:
O Life-giving God, not even death stops You from doing what You desire. Breathe into
the dry bones of our lives. Revive and rejuvenate us to live in and display the life
abundant that You freely give because of Jesus, in whose living name we pray, Amen.
THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE: Zephaniah 3:14-20
Sing, Daughter Zion; shout aloud, Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, Daughter Jerusalem! The L ORD has
taken away your punishment, he has turned back your enemy. The LORD, the King of Israel, is with you; never again will
you fear any harm. On that day they will say to Jerusalem, “Do not fear, Zion; do not let your hands hang limp.
The LORD your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take great delight in you; in his love he will no
longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with singing. I will remove from you all who mourn over the loss of your
appointed festivals, which is a burden and reproach for you. At that time I will deal with all who oppressed you. I will
rescue the lame; I will gather the exiles. I will give them praise and honor in every land where they have suffered shame.
At that time I will gather you; at that time I will bring you home. I will give you honor and praise among all the peoples of
the earth when I restore your fortunes before your very eyes,” says the LORD.

PRAYER:
C:
O Gathering God, one of our challenges tonight is that we are feeling scattered. We
can’t gather to celebrate Easter in the way we want. So give us eyes of faith tonight to
see the great communion of saints You have gathered by faith, even while we sit in our
own homes. In the name of Jesus, Amen.
+ BAPTISMAL REMEMBRANCE +
(Please stand)
L:
On this holiest of nights, the whole Church of our Lord Jesus Christ recalls His death and
burial, rejoicing in the Gospel of His glorious and mighty resurrection from the dead. As we
have been buried by baptism into His death, we are also raised with Christ Jesus from the
dead by the glory of the Father. The apostle Paul writes:
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BAPTISMAL LESSON: Romans 6:3-11
Don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried
with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father,
we too may live a new life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him
in a resurrection like his. For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be done
away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—because anyone who has died has been set free from sin. Now if
we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he
cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he
lives, he lives to God. In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.

L:
C:

The Word of the risen Lord!
Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

L:
C:

Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, by the death and resurrection of your Son, you cleansed
our hearts and put a new Spirit within us. Grant that all who are brought to newness of
life in the fellowship of the Body of Christ may show forth in their lives what they
confess with their lips; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

P:

C:

In Holy Baptism our sins are forgiven and we are granted a new life in Christ, our Lord. We
solemnly renounce the devil and all his works and all his way; we confess the gift of faith in
God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. I ask you anew: do you renounce the devil and
all his works and all his ways?
I do renounce them.

P:
C:

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?
Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

P:
C:

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son?
Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.

P:
C:

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

P:
C:

Remember you are baptized!
Amen. Thanks be to God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit!
+ THE RESURRECTION WORD +

HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, chapter 27.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord! Alleluia!
As evening approached, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who had himself become a disciple of
Jesus. Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body, and Pilate ordered that it be given to him. Joseph took the body,
wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and placed it in his own new tomb that he had cut out of the rock. He rolled a big stone in
front of the entrance to the tomb and went away. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were sitting there opposite the
tomb. The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate. “Sir,” they said,
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“we remember that while he was still alive that deceiver said, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ So give the order for the
tomb to be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal the body and tell the people that
he has been raised from the dead. This last deception will be worse than the first.” “Take a guard,” Pilate answered. “Go,
make the tomb as secure as you know how.” So they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and
posting the guard.

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

SONG OF THE DAY: “Our God Reigns”
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MESSAGE: “Life After Breath: Life Under an Inspiring God” – Pastor Bill Hugo
+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
CLOSING SONG: “I Will Sing Unto the Lord”

+ + +
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Jim Geslin
Altar Guild: Alma Field; Pat & Duane Rosenberg
Power Point: Ben Kretschman
Acolyte: Will Hugo
Readers: Cheryl Fristad, Karyn Naber, Carol Blase, Jim Geslin
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