THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
April 19, 2020 – 10:45 a.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
+ CONNECT +
OPENING HYMN: “This Joyful Eastertide” – Blue Hymnal #140
This joyful Eastertide Away with sin and sorrow!
My love, the Crucified, Has sprung to life this morrow:
Refrain:

Had Christ, who once was slain,
Not burst his three-day prison,
Our faith had been in vain:
But now has Christ arisen, arisen, arisen;
But now has Christ arisen!

Death’s flood has lost its chill Since Jesus crossed the river;
Lover of souls, from ill My passing soul deliver: Refrain:
My flesh in hope shall rest And for a season slumber
Till trump from east to west Shall wake the dead in number: Refrain:
INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our resurrected lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the name of
the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
OPENING PRAISE:
L:
Alleluia! We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again;
C:
Death no longer has dominion over Him. Alleluia!
L:
C:

Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise him in the heights above.
Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his heavenly hosts.

L:
C:

Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars.
Praise him, you highest heavens and you waters above the skies.

L:
C:

Let them praise the name of the LORD, for at his command they were created,
And he established them for ever and ever—he issued a decree that will never pass
away.

L:
C:

Praise the LORD from the earth, you great sea creatures and all ocean depths,
Lightning and hail, snow and clouds, stormy winds that do his bidding,

L:
C:

You mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars,
Wild animals and all cattle, small creatures and flying birds,
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L:
C:

Kings of the earth and all nations, you princes and all rulers on earth,
Young men and women, old men and children.

L:
Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his name alone is exalted;
C:
His splendor is above the earth and the heavens.
ALL: And he has raised up for his people a horn, the praise of all his faithful servants, of
Israel, the people close to his heart. Praise the LORD!
L:
C:

Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

SING:
Had Christ, who once was slain, Not burst his three-day prison,
Our faith had been in vain: But now has Christ arisen, arisen, arisen;
But now has Christ arisen!
CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
P:
Let us confess our sins unto our gracious Lord.
P:
If Christ had not been raised from the dead, we would be dead in sin. Let us consider our
sinfulness and God’s great mercy in Christ. Heavenly Father,
C:
We have sinned against You in our thoughts, words, and actions. We confess shameful
thoughts about leaders, enemies, and strangers. We confess inappropriate words
spoken to families, friends, and colleagues. For the sake of the risen Christ, forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we follow in His footsteps both now and when He returns
in glory. Amen.
P:

C:

If Christ had not been raised from the dead, we would be dead in sin, but Christ rose from the
grave, and death no longer has dominion over Him! God did this in accordance with the
Scriptures to forgive our sins. As a servant of the risen Christ and by His authority, I forgive
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

P:
C:

Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

SONG OF PRAISE: “Alive Forever, Amen”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
Risen Lord, you announced peace to fearful disciples that first Easter evening, and
invited them to join your mission to the new world order. Give us peace to be the
Church in action. Make us voices of hope in this changing world. In your holy name we
pray. Amen.
+ NURTURE +

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Brenda Hugo
FIRST LESSON: Acts 5:29-42
Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than human beings! The God of our ancestors raised
Jesus from the dead—whom you killed by hanging him on a cross. God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and
Savior that he might bring Israel to repentance and forgive their sins. We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy
Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” When they heard this, they were furious and wanted to put them to
death. But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was honored by all the people, stood up in the
Sanhedrin and ordered that the men be put outside for a little while. Then he addressed the Sanhedrin: “Men of Israel,
consider carefully what you intend to do to these men. Some time ago Theudas appeared, claiming to be somebody, and
about four hundred men rallied to him. He was killed, all his followers were dispersed, and it all came to nothing. After
him, Judas the Galilean appeared in the days of the census and led a band of people in revolt. He too was killed, and all
his followers were scattered. Therefore, in the present case I advise you: Leave these men alone! Let them go! For if their
purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail. But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will only
find yourselves fighting against God.” His speech persuaded them. They called the apostles in and had them
flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. The apostles left the Sanhedrin,
rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name. Day after day, in the temple
courts and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah.

L:
C:

The Word of the risen Lord.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

EPISTLE LESSON: I Peter 1:3-9
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or
fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the
salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may
have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater
worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is
revealed. Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and
are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your
souls.

L:
C:

The Word of the risen Lord.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

FRUITS OF CHRIST’S RESURRECTION VERSE: Faithfulness
(Please join in singing the refrain before and after the verse)
REFRAIN:

4

Music Team: Living up to my calling as Your child, I remain faithful in You! REFRAIN:
HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, chapter 20.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish
leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” After he said this, he showed them his hands
and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has
sent me, I am sending you.” And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s
sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our risen Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

SONG OF THE DAY: “The Strong Name of Jesus”
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MESSAGE – Pastor Keith Brutlag
RESPONSE: “Servant’s Prayer”
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CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN: “The Day of Resurrection”
The day of resurrection! Earth tell it out abroad,
The Passover of gladness, The Passover of God.
From death to life eternal, From sin’s dominion free,
Our Christ has brought us over With hymns of victory.
Our hearts be purged of evil That we may see aright
The Lord in rays eternal Of resurrection light
And, list’ning to his accents, May hear, so calm and plain,
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His own “All hail!” and, hearing, May raise the victor strain.
Now let the heav’ns be joyful, Let earth its song begin,
Let all the world keep triumph And all that is therein.
Let all things, seen and unseen, Their notes of gladness blend,
For Christ the Lord has risen, Our Joy that has no end!
Then praise we God the Father, And praise we Christ his Son,
With them the Holy Spirit, Eternal Three in One,
Till all the ransomed number Fall down before the throne
And honor, pow’r, and glory Ascribe to God alone!
+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Karyn Naber
Altar Guild: Alma Field; Pat & Duane Rosenberg
Lectors: Eames Family & Brooke Edberg
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