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Greetings Friends,
Three of our four
readings this month
have to do with God’s
presence.
In 2 Chronicles 7,
we see the construction
of God’s Temple
completed.
In Isaiah 6,
Isaiah receives a vision
of the holy, holy, holy God
in His temple.
And in Exodus 40,
we see Moses building
the Tabernacle—the
forerunner and “portable”
version of the Temple.
The Temple is described
as a place for God’s
Name to dwell, a place for
God’s glory to dwell and
place from which God
answers prayer.
The Temple is the place
where God is at work
among His people. And
God’s work among us
does not often look like
what we want it to look
like. It certainly didn’t for
Moses, Solomon or Isaiah.

In Total Eclipse Annie
Dillard writes,
The Ring Nebula, in the
constellation Lyra, looks,
through binoculars, like a
smoke ring. It is a star in
the process of exploding.
Light from its explosion
first reached the earth in
1054; it was a supernova
then, and so bright it
shone in the daytime.
Now it is not so bright but
it is still exploding. It
expands at the rate of
seventy million miles a
day. It is interesting to
look through binoculars at
something expanding at
this rate: it does not
budge. Its apparent size
does not increase.
Photographs of the Ring
Nebula taken fifteen
years ago seem identical
to photographs taken of it
yesterday.

FEBRUARY KEY CHAPTERS OF THE BIBLE

The Ring Nebula teaches
us that huge happenings
are not always apparent
to the naked eye, and
that is especially true in
the spiritual realm. If I
could see from heaven's
perspective, I would
know that in the spiritual
realm when progress
appears slowest, kingdom
movement is actually
occurring—perhaps even
at the rate of seventy million miles a day.
This year, as we seek to
be known by love, God is
at work among us. He is
changing us, stretching
us, transforming us. It
may not always be apparent to us. It may seem
like we are still the same
people we were last week
or last year. But God is
faithfully at work among
His people.
Grace and Peace,

Pastor Bill Hugo

1 Samuel 16
2 Chronicles 7
Isaiah 6
Exodus 40

Each Wednesday this Lent we will be climbing a Biblical mountain.
From the tops of those mountains we hope to see more of what God has in mind for us
as we seek to be known by love. We will have a special guest this Lenten season.
Dr. Von Crossways is away on medical missions and Sonshine Moonbeam couldn’t get away
from the commune, but we have booked Yodeling Yolanda all the way from Switzerland.
March 1
March 8
March 15
March 22
March 29
April 5

Here’s our itinerary:
Mt. Sinai—The Taskmaster
Mt. Ararat—The Promise Keeper
Mt. Moriah—The Breadwinner
Mt. Carmel—The Underdog
Mt. Horeb—The Life Coach
Mt. Nebo—The Visionary

Love Responds
Love Rests
Love Provides
Love Conquers
Love Shows
Love Sees

Food Contest!
Ash Wednesday – March 1.
On Ash Wednesday we traditionally hold a food contest for the meal served between Ash Wednesday worship services. To go with our theme, the contest will include mountains of food in the form
of meatloaves! Some ideas to get you thinking… traditional meatloaf, meat-less (veggie) meat
loaves, mini-meatloaves, mashed potato topped meatloaves, formed/shaped meatloaves, spicy
meatloaves, international flavor meatloaves, etc.….
Do you have to bring meatloaf? Is meatloaf not ‘your thing’? Never fear. You may bring
anything you wish to share for the Ash Wednesday meal as salads and desserts go great with
meatloaf. But in order to enter the meatloaf contest, please follow these directions.
Meatloaf Contest Directions
1. Choose and make a ‘family-size’ meatloaf recipe.
2. Bring your meatloaf to the Ash Wednesday (March 1)
Lenten supper between 5 – 5:15 PM.
3. Register your contest meatloaf in one of the following ways:
Call or email Diane Breit: 763-786-3107 or breit005@q.com
Register in the St. Matthew kitchen at the Meatloaf Contest.
(Look for the official contest clipboard or ask someone wearing a kitchen apron.)
4. Please bring a copy of your recipe*, or email your recipe, to Diane Breit at breit005@q.com.
Meatloaf Cookbooks of submitted recipes will be available at the March 8 Lenten Supper.
5. Taste the meatloaves and vote for your favorite.
Good Luck!
*Why do I need to provide an accurate copy of my recipe?
1) So anyone with a food allergy/sensitivity can ask and will know what is in a particular dish,
And,
2) So a booklet can be made containing all the submitted recipes for others to make/enjoy.

CHILDREN’S
MINISTRIES
In early January, the EL and Rotation
students studied the story of Philip
and the Ethiopian with the emphasis
on baptism – being dead in our sin,
but made alive through Christ Jesus.
New in our classroom was a giant
floor map of Israel which was used in
one of the Rotation workshops.

Brenda Hugo,
Coordinator

brenda.hugo@stmatthew-ch.org

Ethiopians in their chariots

Later in January, the EL and Rotation
students had lessons based on the
Key Chapters of Deut. 6 and Joshua
24 - ‘Remember what God has done
for you.’
The Sojourner students are on a trip
through the Bible. They have completed the introductory work and are now
digging into Genesis.

Using clues, maps and puppets to
find Philip, the Ethiopian man,
and others.

A giant floor map of Israel has
been created (house paint on a 9’
x 12’ piece of painters canvas/
drop cloth) for use in various
Sunday school, adult and teen
Bible classes. The puppets in this
pic were used in our recent story
of Philip and the Ethiopian. The
map can be used to locate
regions, bodies of water, mountains and cities, and is an aid in
helping to understand the Bible.
Walking on the map is permitted
with stocking-feet only.

Blessings Bags:
109 bags were
packed and are
ready for distribution.
While many will be
distributed from the
main church office,
you are welcome to
take a bag and give
it to someone in
need.
Thank you to all who supported
this project!
(Note: many bags contain liquid
items. Please to not allow them to
freeze in your car.)

It’s Break-Out time!
In February, instead of
our regular Sunday
school classes
(through grade 4) we
‘break out’ and study
one topic for 4
Sundays. The youngest children learn
about ‘Love’; Grade 1
studies the Lord’s Prayer; Grade 2
studies the relationship between
‘God and Me’; Grade 3 learns how
to use a Bible, and are presented
with their own at the end of the
month; and Grade 4 is introduced
to what confirmation is all about.
(Parental presence requested in
grades 1-4.)
The only classes that don’t break
out are our Early Learner (age 3
and younger) class and the Sojourner group (grade 5-6) who will
continue with their usual
lesson format.

CHILDREN’S
MINISTRIES

Brenda Hugo

brenda.hugo@stmatthew-ch.org

One of the goals of the Children’s Ministries Program
is to reach the hearts and minds of the children with
the love of Jesus, and that they are moved to reflect
that love by serving others. Please remember the
Sunday school workshop leaders, Sunday school
‘shepherds’, Sunday school assistants, Hand in Hand
leaders and VBS leaders in your prayers that our goal
will be reached through their witness.
Children’s Ministries Calendar:
 Sundays, Feb. 5, 12, 19, 26, Break-Out sessions for Rotation SS students
 Wed., Feb. 22, last night of Set 2 (Ash Wednesday is Mar. 1 and Lent begins)
June 25-29 – VBS (Vacation Bible School) Mark your calendar!
(see the Children’s Ministries Handbook for the full 2016/2017 calendar)

Vacation Bible School
planning is underway!
A meeting doling out
buckets of information,
and your first chance at
volunteer opportunities, is
being held on Monday,
Jan. 30 at 7:00 P.M..
If you want to be part of
the VBS leadership team,
but can’t attend the
meeting, contact Brenda.
We usually need 60-70
volunteers to host a
successful event.

Alert-Alert - The dates
for VBS have changed!!!
This summer, VBS will be
Sunday-Thursday,
JUNE 25-29, evenings.

(Volunteer positions
available for children
completing 5th grade this
spring – adults.)

Wednesdays – Feb. 22
is our last date for our
regular Set 2 schedule
of classes,rehearsals and
activities. March 1 is Ash
Wednesday, and the
beginning of our Lenten
schedule of mid-week
worship (4:30 and 7:00).
In order to allow your
family to attend mid-week
services, there will be no
Hand in Hand, Children’s
choir, Kindersong, or
Confirmation classes.
Youth/Adult choir moves
to Thursdays (Mar., 2)
during Lent.

A family movie will be
shown in the Willer
room, starting promptly
at 5:55 - the 1980’s BBC
version of ‘The Lion, the
Witch, and The
Wardrobe’ from the
Chronicles of Narnia
series. The gym may be
open for a brief time
between services if adults
volunteer to supervise.
Several other groups will
still meet, but with time
adjustments. Please
contact your group’s leader, if you are unsure of
your group’s schedule.

MUSIC
MINISTRIES
Before

heading into news

ASH WEDNESDAY and
the beginning of Lent are on
March 1. See the article
elsewhere in this newsletter
for more details about our
midweek Lenten service
theme, as well as an
exciting food contest for
Ash Wednesday.

about upcoming events in
the music department, I
want to take a moment
to thank musicians who
helped lead our Christmas
services in such a festive
way:
**** 2016 Cantata and
Children’s Choir participants
who presented special
music for the 4:30 p.m.
Christmas Eve service
(along with soloist Renata
Kikeh and accompanist
Karrie Kikeh), and for the
10:00 a.m. Christmas Day
service (soloists Brenda
Hugo and Mark Tredray);

**** Christmas Eve Candlelight Choir members Will
Hugo (solo and percussion),
Katie Landwehr (small
group and percussion), Erin
Blase (flute), Renee Chizek
(solo and percussion),
Kristen Landwehr (solo and
percussion), Caiti Blase
(small group), Brenda Hugo
(duet, small group and
percussion), Faustina Allen
(small group and percussion), Deb Santillo (small
group), as well as soloist
Ben Hugo;

Carol Blase

carol.blase@stmatthew-ch.org
carolblase@juno.com

**** Musicians who helped
to lead worship music at the
10:00 a.m. Christmas Eve
service at Chandler Place
in St. Anthony: Ashley Wagner, Michelle Wermerskirchen, Sean Donovan, Faustina Allen, Sean Allen, Aubree
Allen, Katie Landwehr, Kristen Landwehr; The awesome
brass quartet who accompanied joyous hymns for the
10:00 a.m. Christmas Day
service: Inna Skogerboe
(trumpet 1), Brandon Reger
(trumpet 2), Mary Johnson
(French horn), Ted Landwehr
(trombone);

EASTER FESTIVAL
CHOIR starts rehearsing
on Thursday, March 2, 7:30
p.m. in the choir room. This
group is open to all teens
and adults, and will present
special music for the Good
Friday Tenebrae Service
(April 14), and two of our
Easter services (April 16).
Stay tuned for more details
about this opportunity.

SPRING MUSICAL
UPDATE: Auditions have
been held and the cast and
chorus chosen for our
upcoming show, “Beauty
and the Beast”, which will
**** Andrew Wagner for his be presented Thursdays
part in our Epiphany piano through Sundays, April 2730, and May 4-7. If you
duet of “We Three Kings”.
would like to help with the
Thank you one and all!
many details of the show,
please contact me as soon
MARDI GRAS SERVICE
as possible.
will be held on
Sunday, February
26th, 10:45 a.m.
with the Dixiedores Dixieland
Band leading
music. This is
the final Sunday
in the Epiphany
season, as we
mark the transfiguration of Christ on the
mountain top, before His
journey takes Him to
Jerusalem and the cross.

CARING
MINISTRIES

Kathy Rosenberg,
Parish Nurse

kathy.rosenberg@stmatthew-ch.org

PARISH NURSE
MINISTRY
Kathy is available to offer you
visits and 1:1 support to you and
your family’s life of joys and challenges, offering to be for you a
health advocate, to guide and
discuss your medical concerns,
offer resources, provide advocacy and referral, provide listening
support and prayer and support
you through life transitions.
Kathy also coordinates
several programs related
to Caring and Health and Wellness including:
BeFriender Ministry: providing

support to those in need of a listening, caring presence; Senior

Ministry/Golden Agers: support
for everyone age 55+; GriefShare
Grief Support:
support for those grieving; Cancer support group;
Health and Wellness activities;
End of life planning and
assisting with funeral ministry.
Please let Kathy know if you are
interested in learning more about
these areas of ministry or if she
can be a blessing to you or your

family’s life.

BEFRIENDERS
All trained BeFrienders:
Wednesday February 8th at
1:00-2:15 OR 6:45-8:00pm,
or Sunday February 12th
at 9:15-10:30am.
Please let Kathy know which
session you will attend.
To the congregation: Please
contact Pastor or Kathy if you
would like to have a visit or to
have a BeFriender assigned to
visit you on a regular basis.

GOLDEN AGERS
GRIEFSHARE
Our next 12 week session started
up again in January 11th through
March 29th. We meet weekly on
Wednesday evenings 6:308:30pm in the lounge. Facilitators are Mary Ebert and Carol
Lundholm. Cost is free but
registration is required, by calling
GriefShare Coordinator Kathy
Rosenberg in the church office if
you still want to join in this
session. Please let us know if
you have questions or are
interested in attending this class,
or the next class in the fall.

EAT, MOVE, LIVE WELL

All adults, all ages 55+, 65+, 75+,
85+, 95+ are invited to join us
each month on the second Tuesdays of the month at 12 noon for
a meal, devotion, special program, fellowship, and fun. We
encourage you to bring a friend
along if you wish. Our next gathering is Tuesday Feb 14th at
NOON. It’s Valentine’s Day so
wear red, and come join us for a
potluck lunch, followed by Pastor
Hugo sharing a wonderful Bible
study with you. If anyone would
like to bring Chicken Salad for
their potluck item, give Kathy a
call. (It’s Pastor’s favorite lunch.)
Otherwise, please bring other
food items to go along with that.
All are invited!

Would you like to feel better and
improve your health? Learn
healthier habits? Do you need
motivation & accountability?
Then we encourage you to take
this EMLW class!
Mondays
February 27-May 15
1:30-3:00pm
This educational class will be
offered at St. Matthew. The fun
classroom experience provides
helpful information, easy to use
tools, and wonderful support to
live stronger, healthier, and
happier. This is being provided
through a grant/partnership
among the YMCA, Allina and
St. Matthew.
Cost is $30 total or $50 per
couple. Scholarships available.
Registration required and we
need 8 people to make a full
class. Please call or text Kathy
at 612-296-1812 if you are
interested or want to learn more!

YOGADEVOTION:
Yogadevotion is based on breath,
prayer and movement. It helps to
encourage healthy living and a
peaceful presence.
Next session:
March 2 to April 27th (no class
April 13). Cost is $64 and sign up
is due by February 26th. Bring a
yoga mat or you may use a chair.
Another session will follow-May 4
to June 15 ($48.) Call the church
office if you have questions.

YOUTH
MINISTRIES

Faustina Allen

Faustina.allen@stmatthew-ch.org

Joe &
Kiah:
2016
Youth
White
Elephant
Christmas
Party fun.

Wednesdays

52 Key Chapters
following the same
weekly chapter
readings as the
entire congregation
as it relates to teen
small groups.

COMING SOON!

Sunday Morning
Bible Study

Sundays, 9:3010:30am



Wed. 2/1



Fri. 2/24

6:30 PM Brunswick Zone XL
Blaine Outing. Cost is $10.
6:30 pm Faith & Family night
at the Timberwolves Game.
Cost is $22.

Your Questions,
God’s Answers
“OriginsIn the Beginning
God Created.”

St. Matthew Youth facebook page-https://
www.facebook.com/groups/806460392703399/
faustina.allen@stmatthew-ch.org
763-788-9427

You are invited
to a Feed My Starving Children
packing event on
Monday, March 20, 6:00 to 7:30 p.m.
in celebration of my birthday.
Give me a call or an e-mail to add your
name to the reservation list. We’ll meet
at church at 5:30 and car pool to the
site. Thanks for helping me celebrate!
Carol Blase

Romans 8:28 “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,
who have been called according to his purpose.”
I want to give a huge thank you for those of you who
helped with monetary support, praying for my team
and I, or simply wrapping me in words of encouragement and love. I am in amazement of God’s work in
Nicaragua, and know wholeheartedly this is what God
has called me to. My team and I spent a majority of the
week visiting various communities, praying over
individuals and encouraging them in their faith
journeys. Other areas of service included leading a
Sunday School for various children in the community,
as we sang songs and made crafts. We worked
alongside local missionaries cleaning and connecting
with locals. Without the help and support from the St. Matthew’s congregation this wouldn’t be
possible. I am looking forward to the next opportunity God has in store for me!
Thank you all for the support and God Bless!
Allyssa Guynes
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